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Introduction

Why Preserve Old Buildings?

Lower Town is one of Paducah's oldest residential neighborhoods. In 1836, the Kentueky Stat
Legislature passed an amendatory act, which annexed to the City of Paducah an area from
Jefferson Street to Clay Street and from the Ohio River to Ninth Street. This addition was called

"Lower Town" because it was downstream from "Old Town," Paducalnsr@ocial area.

From its annexation to the outbreak of the Civil War, Lower Town was a prosperous
neighborhood where leading citizens of the community built brick and frame houses in the Greek
Revival and ltalianate styles. When union soldiers occupieddaad they built an earthenwork

fort, Fort Anderson, at the northeast comer of the neighborhood at a site overlooking the Ohio
River. The onealay Battle of Paducah, which took place on March 25, 1864, centered on this fort
and the surrounding Lower Townigeborhood. On the evening of the battle, the commander of
the Union fort ordered that all twatory residences within "musket range" of Fort Anderson be

burned. Over 60 residences in the Lower Town were lost.

In the decades following the war, Lower Towemained a prominent neighborhood as the
leading citizens of the community built impressive houses in the Italianate, Gothic Revival,
Romanesque, Queen Anne and Classical Revival styles. Lower Town was the home of mayors of
Paducah, bank presidents, fagt@wners, prominent lawyers and physiciaegen Paducah's

first millionaire. As part of Paducah's commercial growth, many large brick industrial and
warehouse buildings were built along the railway line that formed Lower Town's western
boundary. In thealy part of the twentieth century, several large apartment houses were built in
the neighborhood, as apartment living became a popular life style. Many of the large Queen
Anne and Italianate houses were also divided into apartments. Everyday needs weydhae
several comer drug stores and groceries in the neighborhood. One of the first service stations in

Paducah was erected at Seventh and Madison.
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Introduction

In 1980, the Lower Town Neighborhood Association was organized to encourage preservation
and restoration efforts in the area. In 1982, the neighborhood was recognized by the federal
government for its historical and architeetiusignificance and listed in the National Register of

Historic Places. The City of Paducah designated the neighborhood as a historic district with

protective zoning®

These Guidelines were written to provide owners and residents of historic progertres] as
developers working with infill lots in historic neighborhoods, with design suggestions for
protecting the historic character of their properties and surroundings. Exterior alterations can
unintentionally alter or destroy a building's distinetiarchitectural features. Similarly, new
construction in an old neighborhood that does not recognize the existing patterns of building,
landscape, and streetscape gradually begins to erode the sense of place that is part of that
neighborhood. This is notraatter of cheap versus expensive construction, but rather thoughtful
design that recognizes context.

These Guidelines are intended to encourage residents of Lower Town to appreciate local history
and the historic character of the neighborhood and Titgy are written to be general enough to
apply to all historic structures in the city. They also address design for infill construction that is
compatible with the character of surrounding historic neighborhoods. As the guidelines come to

be used and acpted by citizens they can be applied to other new construction.

! Partial Exert FronLOWER TOWN WALKING TOURBY Richard Holland
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Treatment $rategies

These Design Guidelines aaglvisory, and are intended to be flexible and provide room for
interpretation. As property owners come to understand the distinctive architectural and landscape
features of their properties, they will be able to ustdand the best and most practical way to
apply the guidelines.

The first step in this process is to analyze the unique characteristics of your historic property
before making decisions about rehabilitation, alterations, or the design of new construction.
Depending on the significance of the property, its condition, and how you intend to use it, one of
three different treatment strategies will be most appropriate:

Rehabilitation - allows for alteration or addition to a historic propertyatcommodate
cortinuing or changing uses while retaining the propertystorical, cultural, and
architectural values. This method focuses on repair and replacement of deteriorated
features, and ensures that any alterations or additions are compatible with the cbiaracter

the property and it's setting.

Preservation - focuses on sustaining the existing form, materials, and integrity of a
historic property through ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and
features, rather than extensive replacement or mastction. New exterior additions

are not consistent with this treatment approach. However, limited and sensitive
upgrading of plumbing, electrical, and mechanical systems, and otherempdeed work

to make the property functional, is appropriate.

Restoration - involves accurately depicting the form, features, and character of a

property as it appeared at a particular period of time. This typically involves the removal
of features from other periods in its history, and reconstruction of missingdsdtom

the restoration period. Here again limited and sensitive upgrading of utility systems and

other coderequired work is appropriate.
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Typically rehabilitation is the most appropriate treatment strategy for a property, and therefore is
the primary focus of this document.
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Introduction
The Secretary of the Interior's Standards

For the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Propenere
developed to serve asnational set of guidelines for rehabilitation work on any type of historic
property. As legally defined, historic properties can include buildings, sites, structures, objects,
and districts. Put more generally, a historic property could be a house, aoairbaiding, a
garage, or a landscape. The Paducah Advisory Design Guidelines follow the recommendations
set forth in theSecretary's Standardgut are written to be more specific and applicable to
Paducah's Lower Town Historic Neighborhood Zonei (B). The ten standards are interpreted
below:

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that
requires a minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial
relationships.

This standard is most significarityou are converting a house to commercial or office
use. When a house remains in residential use this is less of an issue, though modern

residential needs are quite different from those of, say, the 1900s.

2. The historic character of a property shall be réained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that

characterize a property shall be avoided.

The first step in evaluating your historic property is identifying its distinctiveenads,
features, and spaces. Evaluate the condition of existing historic materials to decide
whether materials will be repaired, maintained, or replaced. This will help you
understand what is important to preserve as you prepare your plans for futirs, rep
maintenance, or alterations. Aim to preserve the functional and decorative features that
define the character of the building, such as historic windows, doors, columns,
balustrades, stairs, and porches. Alsonsider the relationship of the strugtuand

outbuildings to paths, sidewalks, and significant historic landscaping.
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3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical cerd of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, shall not be

undertaken.

Another important element of understanding and pratgdhe historic character of your
structure is learning its date of construction, its architectural style, and the stylistic
features that are characteristic of that style. Keep this information in mind when making
decisions about replacing missing elenseoit adding to the house. For example, if you
own a Bungalow, Colonial Revival details like fanlights, pilasters, or pedimented
doorways are not appropriate for your house. Similarly, avoid installing "gingerbread" or
fancy cut out work to your porch or lgja unless you have a Gothic Revival or Queen

Anne style house. (See pages 12 thru 18 for description of historic styles)

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right
will be retained and preserved.

A house construed in 1890 will almost certainly have been altered. A porch in Paducah,
Kentucky could need major repairs, or even replacement, in ten years if it has not been

well maintained. Some such alterations may now be historically significant themselves.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

Every historic house contains materials and finishes that are unique to its style and period
of construction. The might be the tongue and groove board floor, or an octagonal

window on the front of a house.
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6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
material shall match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shisbe substantiated by documentary and physical

evidence.

Historic images of your property will help you identify if the structure has been altered,
and is missing a distinctive feature like a bay window or eave brackets. You may also be
able to find cles on the building itself, such as paint shadows, nail holes, or patching in
the siding, suggesting that a historic feature has been removed. Previous owners, the
McCracken County Public Library, Market House Museum, and the City of Paducah
Department of nspection are good sources to find historical photographs of your
structure. When you replace missing or heavily deteriorated features, use materials of the

same size and shape as the originals.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, shall be udertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials shall

not be used.

Never sand blast historic building materials to remove paint. This will result in pitting and
texturing of the materials, particularly wooddabrick. Sandblasting has been known to
hasten deterioration of historic materials. Pressure washing with water at a low pressure
can be an effective method to clean a historic house and prepare it for painting. Avoid
pressure washing at a high pressueednse it can damage historic materials, or force

water into the interior cavities of a building, particularly around windows.

8. Archeological resources shall be protected and preserved in place. If such resources

must be disturbed, mitigation measureshall be undertaken.
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You might find evidence of an outbuilding foundation, or a past bum barrel on your
property. It is impdant to recognize and document, with photographs and drawings,

such discoveries.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationship that characterize the property.
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the

integrity of the property and its environment.

Additions to historic properties requireespal consideration for how the addition will
complement the historic building, the site, and neighborhood in which it is constructed.
The design can be contemporary, or reference historic elements of the building.
Contemporary style additions are somesnused effectively with large commercial or
institutional projects, but are used less often with residential projects. Residential
additions should differentiate themselves from the historic building, while being
compatible in terms of mass, materials, ocpland relationship of solids to voids.
Typically, a new addition should be placed on a rear or side elevation to limit the visual
impact from the street. The size and scale of new additions should harmonize with the

historic building.

10.New additions andadjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such
a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the

historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.
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An addition should be designed so that it will become a significant part of the building's
history over time, which means using quality design and materials. A newoadditi
respects the historic building to which it is attached, and does not obscure, damage, or
destroy charactetefining details, like a bay window or brackets in the eaves. Keep in
mind the idea that if the addition is removed in the future, it should bsilpe to
rehabilitate the building to its original form.
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Paducah's Architectural Styles

Paducah's histori@sidential architecture reflects the regional construction trends of Lower
Town during the various periods of development. The section offers photographs and brief
descriptions of the main styles of architecture built in Lower Town between 1830 and 1910.
Buildings are not always clearly representative of a single style, but instead often incorporate
elements of several styles. There are some historic buildings where a pure stylistic term is not

appropriate. This section was designed to help you appréogat@riety and beauty of Lower

Town and Paducah's historic architecture.

GOTHIC REVIVAL: Between 1860 and 1890, following the Civil War, this style was
popularized through the writings of Andrew Jackson Downing. Steep gabled roofs with central
gables and wall dormers are characteristic features. This style has a distinctly vertical emphasis
that is accentuated by tall narrow doors and windows. There may be an asymmetrical
composition, which is created by protruding bay windows, porches, and doffoaistruction

was typically of wood frame with horizontal shiplap or board aatten siding. Decorative

elements often included jigsasut vergeboards, ornamental brackets, and porch details.
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Paducah's Architectural Styles

ITALIANATE: Italianate houses are usually of wood frame construction with horizontal
shiplap siding. Roof forms are low pitched and usually hipped, although sometinted. Jdte

house may be rectangular, square, or a combination of masses. The projecting eaves with
decorative brackets are a distinctive feature of the style; as are tall, sometimes rounded windows,

and bay windows.
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Paducah's Architectural Styles

QUEEN ANNE: This style may have assorted roof shapes and possibly conical or pyramidal
roofs, sometimes towers. A profusion of wood detail armbadive elements is characteristic of

the style, as were flared or corbelled chimneys. The plan is generally irregular with wrap around
porches, protrusions that can include multiple window types, dormers, and stained glass. They

are of wood frame constetion with horizontal wood siding and/or patterned shingles.

BUNGALOW: A bungalow is a simple plan with an emphasis on natural materials inside and
out, including fine craftsmanship. Low pitched roofs with wide eaves and exposed rafters, front
porcheswith truncated columns, wood frame construction, and window details are also shared

with the Craftsman style.
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